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SAFETY BULLETIN

UPDATE 21SAB14.4

24 Augu�t 2021

Kabul FIR Updated Information Note: Thi� Safety Bulletin repre�ent� a rapidly changing �ituation, update� may b
e publi�hed quickly. The ver�ion will be indicated in the numbering of the paper, originally publi�hed 17 Augu�t
 2021.

IFALPA ha� received the following information via the Kabul FIR Contingency Coordination Team (CCT):

This bulletin issued to provide an update on the ongoing contingency situation in

the Kabul FIR. Change�/update� and new information are highlighted.

Summary of changes:

NEW: Kabul Advisory Service

NEW: Ob�erved traffic operating to/from and within Kabul FIR.

SITREP at 24 August 2021, 0800 UTC

Afghani�tan CAA CCT POC� have not re�ponded to ICAO communication�. Attempt� to e�tabli�h contact are con
tinuing.

ENROUTE ATS in the Kabul FIR remains unavailable. Most flights are avoiding the

Kabul FIR.

ICAO wa� previou�ly informed that the military �upport �ervice� were �eeking to e�tabli�h a procedural arrival/
departure advi�ory �ervice in the vicinity of Kabul International Airport (OAKB) to help with civil/mili
tary de-confliction and flow to the airport. E�tabli�hment of thi� �ervice will be reported by CCT Bulletin. ICAO
 ha� been �eeking further information on thi� matter. No information ha� been provided to ICAO, however:

NEW: NOTAM OAKB A0018/21, publi�hed in the DINS (�ee paragraph 14) indicate� the availability of ‘KA
BUL ADVISORY SERVICES’ within 50 NM of OAKB.
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ICAO wa� previou�ly informed that Military ATC were providing ‘a limited Tower VFR �ervice (no IFR
�ervice�)’ from the alternate control tower on the North �ide with limited radio� and no landline communi
cation�. Thi� information ha� not been updated to ICAO.

Prior Permi��ion Required for operation� at Kabul International Airport. NOTAMS refer. Secure ramp �pace at O
AKB i� very limited and aircraft are expected to remain on the ground only long enough to embark pa��eng
er� and depart: Expect no more than 30 minute� of ground time. No fuel or �ervice� are available.

Due to the requirement to keep arriving/departing aircraft a� high a� po��ible, all

flights transiting the Kabul FIR are requested to operate at or above FL300 (request

from military �ervice� at Kabul)

Note:  Kabul  FIR  ATM  Contingency  Plan  al�o  refer�.  ht
tp�://acaa.gov.af/wp-content/upload�/2021/04/Afghani�tan-ATM-Contingency-Plan- V2.1-APR-2021.pdf

Moved: Afghani�tan ha� not notified ICAO of the formal activation of it� ATM contingency plan. ICAO ha� 
not yet received any notification from Afghani�tan or neighbouring State� of the formal activation of any contin
gency plan.

Moved: All relevant State� are urged to activate any contingency arrangement� they may have relating to no
n-availability of ATS in the Kabul FIR.

Moved: All potentially affected State�, particularly Bahrain, India, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Paki�tan, Iraq, Sa
udi Arabia and UAE, are urged to take into account the likelihood of increa�ed non-normal traffic through you
r FIR�, or traffic operating on other than the u�ual ATS route�.

Moved: Related NOTAM� publi�hed by the above State� �hould be coordinated with neighbouring State� and p
ubli�hed at the earlie�t opportunity where �pecific ATS routing or other requirement� for contingency traffic b
ecome nece��ary (particularly Afghani�tan-neighbour State� China, Iran, Paki�tan, Tajiki�tan, Turkmeni�tan, Uz
beki�tan), and in accordance with any e�tabli�hed contingency plan where applicable.

It i� likely that neighbouring State� e�pecially Paki�tan and Turkmeni�tan may encounter pop-up departure traff
ic from OAKB at the FIR boundary. Further con�ideration i� being given to local procedure development, and may
 be the �ubject of a CCT video teleconference with ANSP� of neighbouring FIR�.

NEW: Some traffic ha� been ob�erved entering/leaving and operating within the Kabul FIR, both by day and by
 night: Flight� ob�erved entering and leaving the Kabul FIR:

• mo�tly military aircraft type�, but al�o a �mall number unknown civil aircraft type� operating to/from Kabul
. ICAO ha� no information on the purpo�e of the�e flight�, but con�ider� they are likely to be evacuation 
flight�;

Flight� ob�erved operating in the Kabul FIR:

• Military aircraft type� apparently operating on random track� at variou� upper level� above F290, and ob�er
ved up to FL405.
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Note 1: periodical ob�ervation� made u�ing publicly available online flight tracking �ervice�. Ob�ervation of ope
rating traffic i� dependent on the coverage of the �en�or� contributing to the flight tracking �ervice, and on airc
raft tran�ponder� operation. There i� likely to be other traffic that i� not ob�erved.

Note 2: No information i� available on procedure� u�ed by the�e flight� for entry to/exit from or operation withi
n the Kabul FIR.

Afghani�tan AIS i� not available. The following contingency-related NOTAM (now overdue for review) re
main� available on the Afghani�tan AIS web portal (http�://www.afgai�.com): (�ee next page)

(G1264/21 NOTAMN Q) OAKX/QAFAM/IV/NBO/E/000/999/ A) OAKX B) 2108160445 C) 
2108180445 EST E) KABUL AIRSPACE HAS BEEN RELEASED TO THE MILITARY. ADVISE 
TRANSIT

AIRCRAFT  TO  REROUTE.  ANY  TRANSIT  THROUGH  KABUL  AIRSPACE  WILL  BE 
UNCONTROLLED.

SURROUNDING FIRS HAVE BEEN ADVISED.)

All �takeholder� are reque�ted to note the information in thi� NOTAM align� with NOTAM� provided in the US
A DINS.

ICAO currently ha� no information on the expected continuity of thi� web-ba�ed NOTAM �ervice provided by A
fghani�tan. The information provided by thi� �ervice i� not updated, and mu�t therefore be treated with appropria
te caution.

NOTAM� for Kabul FIR (OAKX,) and Kabul International aerodrome (OAKB), have been publi�hed on the US
A Defen�e Internet NOTAM Service (DINS, http�://www.notam�.faa.gov/din�QueryWeb/).

ALL STAKEHOLDERS ARE URGED TO CHECK BOTH THE AFGHANISTAN AIS

PORTAL AND THE DINS SERVICE FOR NOTAM UPDATES UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

UPDATED: Relevant NOTAMS downloaded from DINS at the time of publication of thi� bulletin are r
eproduced in Attachment A. Due to changing information being publi�hed in NOTAM� in DINS but not
 coordinated with ICAO or the CCT, �nap�hot� of NOTAM� are no longer attached to Bulletin�.

The military organization� managing the Prior Permi��ion Required (PPR) programme for operation� Kabul Inte
rnational Airport have empha�ized the need for all flight� to Kabul to �trictly comply with the PPR proce�� d
�cribed in NOTAM� OAKB available in DINS and any �ub�equent NOTAM that update� the information. F
light� that do not comply with the PPR proce�� cannot be accommodated due to limited aircraft parking capacity.

Afghanistan ATM Contingency 2021 Webpage

CCT Bulletin� and other relevant ATM contingency-related information are now available on a dedicated w
ebpage, acce��ible through the ICAO A�ia/Pacific Regional Office web�ite:

Regional Office web�ite:
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http�://www.icao.int/apac/Page�/default.a�px.

Afghani�tan ATM Contingency 2021 webpage:

http�://www.icao.int/APAC/Meeting�/Page�/2021-AFGH-ATM.a�px.

©2021 The International Federation of Air Line Pilot�’ A��ociation�. Thi� publication i� provided for inform
ation purpo�e� only, in all ca�e� pilot� �hould follow their company’� guidance and procedure�. In the intere�t
 of flight �afety, reproduction of thi� publication in whole or in part i� encouraged. It may not be offered for �ale
 or u�ed commercially. All reprint� mu�t credit IFALPA.


