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SAFETY BULLETIN

UPDATE 21SAB14.6

13 September 2021

Kabul FIR Updated Information Note: Thi� Safety Bulletin (originally publi�hed 17 Augu�t 2021) repre�ent� a rap
idly changing �ituation, update� may be publi�hed quickly.

IFALPA ha� received the following information via the Kabul FIR Contingency Coordination Team (CCT).

This bulletin issued to provide an update on the ongoing contingency situation in

the Kabul FIR. Change�/update� and new information are highlighted.

Summary of changes:

UPDATED: Afghanistan participation in CCT video-teleconference, and information

provided. Several deletion� of information on non-contact with Afghani�tan.

UPDATED: Limited ATS at Kabul and Mazar-e-Sharif.

UPDATED: Clarification of the scope of restoration of the Afghanistan NOTAM

ervice. Paki�tan a��i�ting Afghani�tan.

UPDATED: Clarification of information on potential pop-up departure traffic, and the dependence 
on Afghanistan agreement to and/or development of contingency

procedure�.

UPDATED: Information on NOTAM �ource� and anomalie�.

UPDATED: Afghani�tan ATM Contingency 2021 webpage.
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SITREP at 09 September 2021, 1300 UTC

UPDATED: ICAO ha� been informed that official� have been appointed to �enior po�ition� in the Afgha
ni�tan Civil Aviation Authority, and relevant Point of Contact detail� have been provided. However, multipl
e attempt� have not yet e�tabli�hed contact. ICAO i� continuing effort� to e�tabli�h contact with the ACAA Offic
ial� concerned.

Afghani�tan participated in the Fourth Video Teleconference of the Kabul FIR CCT, held on 08 September 2
021, and informed the meeting that the �ituation in Afghani�tan had �tabilized, which would permit better comm
unication with the CCT and other �takeholder�.

ICAO ha� e�tabli�hed contact with official� from Qatar who are coordinating a��i�tance and advice to the Afg
hani�tan Civil Aviation Authority. Qatar i� conducting an a��e��ment of capability and need�, and may provid
e further information a� it become� available.

Afghanistan Civil Aviation Authority: you are requested to establish and maintain contact with 
ICAO APAC Office for operational contingency coordination

purpo�e�: apac@icao.int; ��umner@icao.int (tel/�m�. +66 837557504).

ENROUTE ATS in the Kabul FIR remains unavailable. Most flights are avoiding the

Kabul FIR.

UPDATED: Some limited ATS may be available at Kabul airport. A limited TWR �ervice �upporting VFR op
eration� for landing and take-off i� available at Kabul. Operating hour� are 0330 – 1330 UTC.

A Flight Information Service i� provided at Mazar-e-Sharif. The �cope of thi� �ervice i� not known.

UPDATED: Afghani�tan AIS ha� partially re�tored the NOTAM Office �ervice. NOTAM� i��ued on 06 Septemb
er 2021 are available in the Afghani�tan AIS alternative NOTAM webpage: http�://www.afgai�.com/.

Paki�tan i� kindly providing a��i�tance to Afghani�tan for NOTAM di�tribution.

SEE CAUTION RE NOTAMS BELOW.

NOTAM Kabul FIR indicate� 24-hour prior notification i� required for all flight�.

ICAO ha� developed DRAFT NOTAM� detailing contingency procedure� for overflight traffic, and for traffic arr
iving in, departing from, or operating wholly within the Kabul FIR. The propo�ed contingency arrangement� are b
�ed on the continued unavailability of ATS in the Kabul FIR, and the requirement for TIBA procedure�.

� Point� of Contact for Afghani�tan CAA have now been provided, the draft NOTAMS have been forwarded to 
Afghani�tan Civil Aviation Authority for their con�ideration and in-principle approval.

The contingency arrangement� in the draft NOTAMS will require agreement from neighbouring FIR�, which wi
ll be �ought following in-principle approval from Afghani�tan.
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CAUTION: While ICAO continues to reach out to Afghanistan, there has been no meaningful 
operational coordination in response. All Stakeholders are advised

that the �ituation may change without coordination.

Afghani�tan ha� not notified ICAO of the formal activation of it� ATM contingency plan. ICAO ha� not yet rece
ived any notification from Afghani�tan or neighbouring State� of the formal activation of any contingency plan.

The  Kabul  FIR  ATM  Contingency  Plan  may  be  acce��ed  at  ht
tp�://acaa.gov.af/wpcontent/upload�/2021/04/Afghani�tan-ATM-Contingency-Plan-V2.1-APR-2021.pdf

All relevant State� are urged to activate any contingency arrangement� they may have relating to non-availability of
 ATS in the Kabul FIR.

All potentially affected State�, particularly Bahrain, India, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Paki�tan, Iraq, Saudi Ar
abia, and UAE, are urged to take into account the likelihood of increa�ed non-normal traffic through your FIR�
, or traffic operating on other than the u�ual ATS route�.

Related NOTAM� publi�hed by the above State� �hould be coordinated with neighbouring State� and publi�
hed at the earlie�t opportunity where �pecific ATS routing or other requirement� for contingency traffic b
ecome nece��ary (particularly Afghani�tan-neighbour State� China, Iran, Paki�tan, Tajiki�tan, Turkmeni�tan, Uz
beki�tan), and in accordance with any e�tabli�hed contingency plan where applicable.

UPDATED: It i� likely that neighbouring State�, e�pecially but not limited to Iran, Paki�tan, and Turk
meni�tan may encounter pop-up departure traffic from OAKB at the FIR boundary. Further con�ideration i� bein
g given to local procedure development, �ubject to Afghani�tan agreement to propo�ed contingency procedure� 
and/or

development of alternative procedure�, and may be the �ubject of a CCT video teleconference with ANSP� of 
neighbouring FIR�.

Some traffic ha� been ob�erved entering/leaving and operating within the Kabul FIR, both by day and by night:

• Flight� ob�erved entering and leaving the Kabul FIR to/from:

• Abu Dhabi, I�lamabad, Al Udeid, Doha

• Some UN/WFP operation�

• Some military tran�port operation� (Qatar, Turkey)

• Some Dome�tic flight�

Note 1: periodical ob�ervation� made u�ing publicly available online flight tracking �ervice�. Ob�ervation of ope
rating traffic i� dependent on the coverage of the �en�or� contributing to the flight tracking �ervice, and on airc
raft tran�ponder� operation. There i� likely to be other traffic that i� not ob�erved.

Note 2: No information i� available on procedure� u�ed by the�e flight� for entry to/exit from or operation withi
n the Kabul FIR.

UPDATED: Some NOTAM Office (NOF) function� of the Afghani�tan AIS have been re�tored. Paki�tan i� a��i�
ting Afghani�tan in di�tributing NOTAMS. New NOTAM� publi�hed by Kabul NOF are available on the alter
nate AIS webpage http�://www.afgai�.com.
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However, all �takeholder� �hould note that Afghani�tan CAA web�ite ha� two �eparate

NOTAM pages. At time of publication of this bulletin the page

http://notam-acaa.com ha� not been updated.

UPDATED:  NOTAM�  for  Kabul  FIR  (OAKX,)  and  Kabul  International  aerodrome  (
OAKB),  have  been  publi�hed  on  the  USA  Defen�e  Internet  NOTAM  Service  (DINS,  htt
�://www.notam�.faa.gov/din�QueryWeb/). At the time of publication of thi�

bulletin the DINS had not been updated with new Afghanistan NOTAMS. The DINS has now been 
updated with new Afghanistan NOTAMS, and the NOTAMS previously issued by military agencies 
prior to 31 August 2021 have been removed

There remain a number of NOTAM� in both of the ACAA web portal�, and DINS, that have pa��ed their expi
ry date in Item C and therefore require either review (EST date/time in Item C) or removal (Item C time not 
EST).

CAUTION: ALL STAKEHOLDERS ARE URGED TO CHECK ALL AVAILABLE SOURCES

TO VERIFY NOTAM INFORMATION UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

Due to changing information being publi�hed in NOTAM� in DINS but not coordinated with ICAO or the CC
T, �nap�hot� of NOTAM� are no longer attached to CCT Bulletin�.

UPDATED: Afghanistan ATM Contingency 2021 Webpage

CCT Bulletin�, CCT video-teleconference briefing� and other relevant ATM contingencyrelated information ar
e now available on a dedicated webpage, acce��ible through the ICAO A�ia/Pacific Regional Office web�ite:

Regional Office web�ite: http�://www.icao.int/apac/Page�/default.a�px

Afghani�tan  ATM  Contingency  2021  webpage:  h
ttp�://www.icao.int/APAC/Meeting�/Page�/2021-AFGH-ATM.a�px

Di�tribution of CCT bulletin� to all CCT participant� by email will continue. Bulletin� and other relevant info
rmation will be po�ted to the web�ite at the earlie�t opportunity during bu�ine�� hour� (Bangkok).

©2021 The International Federation of Air Line Pilot�’ A��ociation�. Thi� publication i� provided for inform
ation purpo�e� only, in all ca�e� pilot� �hould follow their company’� guidance and procedure�. In the intere�t
 of flight �afety, reproduction of thi� publication in whole or in part i� encouraged. It may not be offered for �ale
 or u�ed commercially. All reprint� mu�t credit IFALPA.


