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Crew E�cape from Hijacked Aircraft on the Ground

NOTE

Thi� paper i� an editorial update to and �uper�ede� 08POS03, of the �ame name.

At all time� during a hijack, the �afety of the pa��enger� and crew a� well a� the denial of the aircraft to the hij
acker(�) i� of paramount importance. The pilot-in-command, who i� re�pon�ible for the aircraft’� �ecurity and h
� the be�t overview of the �ituation, mu�t have the mean� to react according to the level of ri�k and the actual �ituat
ion on board. Any mea�ure� taken �hould enhance the ability of the pilot-in-comman to a��e�� the �ituation thoro
ughly and, if po��ible, bring it under control.

Therefore, IFALPA �upport� the provi�ion� of ICAO Doc 8973 (Security Manual), para. 17.1.10, which �tate
 that:

“If an aircraft �ubject to an act of unlawful interference i� parked at an airport, the authoritie� of the State in whi
ch the airport i� �ituated �hould not take any action to terminate the unlawful interference of the aircraft withou
t taking into account any wi�he� that the pilot-in-command may have been able to expre�� and, if fea�ible, t
ho�e of appropriate official� of the State of the Operator”

IFALPA �upport� thi� recommendation. A hijack i� a life-threatening �ituation which force� the flight crew t
o make quick, appropriate deci�ion� under �trong pre��ure. With regard� to crew action� once the aircraft i� on
 the ground, ICAO Doc 9811 (Manual on the Implementation of the Security Provi�ion� of Annex 6) �tate� in
 paragraph 10.3.3 that

“While certain �tate� have re�ervation�, and legal concern�, about flight crew evacuation, it mu�t be borne 
in mind that once the flight crew i� off the aircraft, the aircraft become� a �tandard law enforcement barricade
/ho�tage �ituation. Upon balancing the variou� a�pect� of the threat
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situation of the specific incident, it may, in the judgement of the pilot-in-command, be in the overall 
interest of passengers, crew, and others, for the flight crew compartment crew to

�cape from the aircraft. Thi� generally place� the pa��enger� and remaining crew in a more controlled, and th
erefore more manageable, �ituation.”

IFALPA agrees that the escape of crew members from hijacked aircraft should be left to the 
discretion of the pilot-in-command, and that such a decision should be based upon

the principle that the �afety of the pa��enger� and crew i� paramount.

©2023 The International Federation of Air Line Pilot�’ A��ociation�. Thi� publication i� provided for inform
ation purpo�e� only, in all ca�e� pilot� �hould follow their company’� guidance and procedure�. In the intere�t
 of flight �afety, reproduction of thi� publication in whole or in part i� encouraged. It may not be offered for �ale
 or u�ed commercially. All reprint� mu�t credit IFALPA.


