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Operation� at Non-Towered Airport� due to ATC Zero Condition�

INTRODUCTION

� the COVID-19 pandemic continue� to impact flight operation� ALPA, International have i��ued an Opera
tion� Bulletin concerning temporary reduced controller �taffing or �hut down at ATC facilitie�. The �tatu� of t
he facility during a clo�ure i� known a� “ATC Zero.” When an Air Traffic Control Tower (ATCT) i� ATC Zero, th
e airport remain� open, but the airport revert� to non-towered operation� and the air�pace u�ually become� Cla�� G
 (uncontrolled) air�pace.

ATTACHMENTS

One (1) page bulletin,

Operations at Non-Towered Airports due to ATC Zero Conditions
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©2021 The International Federation of Air Line Pilot�’ A��ociation�. Thi� publication i� provided for inform
ation purpo�e� only, in all ca�e� pilot� �hould follow their company’� guidance and procedure�. In the intere�t
 of flight �afety, reproduction of thi� publication in whole or in part i� encouraged. It may not be offered for �ale
 or u�ed commercially. All reprint� mu�t credit IFALPA.

2021 01 Operations at Non-Towered Airports due to ATC Zero Conditions

The COVID-19 pandemic continue� to impact flight operation�. Air Traffic Control (ATC) facilitie� �ome
time� reduce controller �taffing or �hut down temporarily. The �tatu� of the facility during a clo�ure i� known a� 
“ATC Zero.” When an Air Traffic Control Tower (ATCT) i� ATC Zero, the airport remain� open but the airport re
vert� to non-towered operation� and the air�pace u�ually become� Cla�� G (uncontrolled) air�pace. It may have 
been a long time �ince an airline pilot ha� operated at a non-towered airport, and �ome airline pilot� may en
counter thi� �ituation for the fir�t time in their career. All pilot� are encouraged to review the regulation� and r
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ecommended procedure� for operating at non-towered airport� and in Cla�� G air�pace, prior to encountering an
 ATC Zero ATCT environment.

• Air�pace complexity at the ATC Zero airport.

• Airport configuration at the ATC Zero airport. o Pay clo�e attention to parallel / inter�ecting runway� o Not
e �urface taxi route� that include a runway cro��ing.

• Review NOTAM� for any �pecial in�truction� a��ociated with the ATC Zero related ATCT clo�ure. o NOTAM
S are prefixed with ATC Zero to identify a �hort notice clo�ure. Pilot� �hould al�o con�ult their airline’� flig
ht operation� manual� for detailed information relating to No Tower Operation� and Cla�� G air�pace for
 any limitation� that their airline’� Operation� Specification� contain. Critical information about �pecifi
c airport operation� i� contained in the Jeppe�en “Airport Info” and “Airport Info (Contd), Take-Off Minim
um�” (10-9 and 10-9A) page� under “GENERAL” and “ADDITIONAL RUNWAY INFORMATION
.” Airline �pecific airport information �hould al�o be con�ulted. It �hould be noted that additional challenge� 
under non-towered airport operation� occur when airline operation� are conducted at an airport with a �ignific
ant mix of general aviation operation� that include a wide range of aircraft type�, �ize�, and �peed�. The variet
y of aircraft can range from �mall, low-performance aircraft operating under Vi�ual Flight Rule� (VFR) to hig
h-performance turbine-powered aircraft operating under In�trument Flight Rule� (IFR). Pilot� in the traffi
c pattern may be �tudent pilot� on their fir�t �olo, or they may be profe��ional� flying their per�onal aircraft
 on their day off work. Therefore, all pilot� mu�t exerci�e extreme caution and vigilance when operating in 
the�e environment� and mu�t plan for the unexpected. The u�e of a thorough briefing and crew re�ource ma
nagement i� critical. Pilot� �hould al�o remember that they have both the authority and re�pon�ibility to avo
id operation� that they deem un�afe. Additional re�ource� for operating at non-towered airport� are include
d below:

• 14 CFR Part 91.126-91.130: Electronic CFR Web�ite

• FAA Safety Alert for Operator� 20012 - July 6, 2020 - Continuation of Air Carrier and Other Operation� in Te
rminal Air�pace when an Air Traffic Control (ATC) Facility with Re�pon�ibility for That Controlled Air�pa
ce Clo�e� Unexpectedly. SAFO 20012

• Aeronautical Information Manual (AIM) Section� 4-1-9; 4-1-10; 4-3-3; 6-5-1: AIM Web�ite

• FAA Advi�ory Circular 90-66B – Non-Towered Airport Flight Operation�: AC Web�ite

• Pilot’� Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge FAA-H-8083-25B: Pilot� Handbook Web�ite Plea�e dire
ct que�tion� and concern� to Engineering and Air Safety at ea�@alpa.org or call (800) 424-2470.

Steve Jangeli� Aviation Safety Chair


