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Global Pilot� on Ryanair Flight 4978 MONTREAL / BRUSSELS - The International Federation of Air Line P
ilot�’ A��ociation� (IFALPA) and the European Cockpit A��ociation (ECA) fully �hare the concern� expre��ed b
y the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) regarding the forced landing of Ryanair Flight 4978
 in Min�k, Belaru�, on 23 May. Pilot� are concerned that the intervention of the Belaru��ian Air Force wa� ena
cted for political rea�on�, in contravention of the Chicago Convention, and amount� to an act of unlawful inte
rference, bearing all the hallmark� of �tate-�pon�ored hijacking.

We are calling for an independent enquiry into thi� occurrence and appropriate immediate re�pon�e by �afe
ty and �ecurity authoritie�. Thi� unprecedented act of unlawful interference will potentially upend all the a��um
ption� about the �afe�t re�pon�e to bomb threat� on flight and interception�. Without tru�t and reliable informat
ion from State� and Air Navigation Service Provider�, handling both type� of event� become� much ri�kier to
 manage.

IFALPA and ECA �tre�� that the pilot-in-command alway� ha� the be�t overview of the actual �ituation on boar
d and mu�t be able to react according to the level of ri�k, regardle�� of external circum�tance�. Any mea�ure� ta
ken by State� to addre�� a �pecific threat �hould enhance the crew'� ability to a��e�� the �ituation thoroughly.

Any military intervention again�t a civilian aircraft con�titute� a wilful hazard to the �afety of pa��enger� and cre
w. IFALPA and ECA urge State� and the International Aviation Community to inve�tigate and take �wift mea�u
re� again�t �imilar occurrence�. We al�o call upon the airline to provide full �upport to the pilot� and cabin c
rew on board, both during the future inve�tigation and regarding their phy�ical and mental well-being after �uch
 a challenging and �tre��ful event.

For more information, plea�e contact:

Emily Bitting, IFALPA Communication�, communication�@ifalpa.org

Kameliya Encheva, ECA Communication�, communication�@eurocockpit.be
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The International Federation of Air Line Pilot�’ A��ociation� repre�ent� more than 100,000 pilot� in nearly 
100 countrie� around the globe. The mi��ion of IFALPA i� to promote the highe�t level of aviation �afety worldw
ide and to be the global advocate of the piloting profe��ion; providing repre�entation, �ervice� and �upport to both
 our member� and the aviation indu�try.

ECA i� the repre�entative body of over 40,000 pilot� from acro�� Europe, �triving for the highe�t level� of aviat
ion �afety and fo�tering �ocial right� and quality employment for pilot� in Europe. Web�ite: www.eurocockpi
t.be & twitter @eu_cockpit

©2021 The International Federation of Air Line Pilot�’ A��ociation�. Thi� publication i� provided for inform
ation purpo�e� only, in all ca�e� pilot� �hould follow their company’� guidance and procedure�. In the intere�t
 of flight �afety, reproduction of thi� publication in whole or in part i� encouraged. It may not be offered for �ale
 or u�ed commercially. All reprint� mu�t credit IFALPA.


