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IFALPA Guidance to Member A��ociation� on ICAO State Letter 11/55-20/50 – Operational Mea�ure� to en�
ure �afe operation� during the COVID-19 pandemic

On April 3, 2020 ICAO publi�hed State Letter 11/55-20/50 – Operational Mea�ure� to en�ure �afe operation� during
 the COVID-19 pandemic. Given the challenge� faced by State� due to the pandemic, flight crew and operator�
 are facing difficultie� complying with the validity period of their licen�e� and medical certificate� in adherence 
with ICAO SARP�.

Thi� State Letter wa� in re�pon�e to mea�ure� that were being taken by State� to addre�� the�e challenge�.
 The information provided in thi� Safety Bulletin i� meant a� guidance to help our member� determine wheth
er they are qualified to operate internationally for their operator.

BACKGROUND

ICAO SARP� Ba�ic Information Under the Chicago Convention, State� that comply with the minimum Sta
ndard� and Recommended Practice� (SARP�) a� e�tabli�hed in the Chicago Convention and it� 19 Annexe�, ar
e automatically recognized by all other contracting State� allowing for operation� within the 193 Member St
ate�. If a State doe� not follow one of the SARP�, it i� required to file a difference to the SARP with ICAO an
d that information i� made available to all other State�.

The ICAO SARP� do not limit a State from having different �tandard� (higher or lower) for it� own operator� withi
n it� �overeign air�pace but do provide for a harmonized minimum global �tandard to operate out�ide of their S
tate. It i� the re�pon�ibility of a State and it� Operator� to en�ure that appropriate recognition of licen�e� and me
dical certificate� are en�ured before conducting any international operation� - that mean� checking all State� of 
overflight and the State of de�tination to en�ure recognition of certificate�/licen�e� that are not in compliance w
ith ICAO SARP�.

ICAO ha� e�tabli�hed a COVID-19 Contingency Related Difference� (CCRD) web�ite to facilitate the tempo
rary filing of difference� by State� to certain SARP� in Annex 1 (Licen�ing) and Annex 6 (Operation�) becau�e the
y realize that State� may have no alternative to keep their operation� going during the pandemic cri�i�. Another
 critical part of thi� web�ite i� for State� to indicate whether they will accept difference� from other State� tha
t have implemented temporary mea�ure�. Thi� i� outlined in the State Letter and on the web�ite and cover� the 



ULUSLARARASI TEMSİL
IFALPA BELGESİ

TALPA · talpa.org arşivinden

period of now through March 31, 2021. It i� important to note that ICAO can only po�t information that ha� been
�ent to it through official State channel� and therefore i� �till lacking information from mo�t State�.

Thi� Official information will be found by utilizing the CLICK HERE link� on the CCRD at the bottom of th
e page (�ee below):

An Example of how to determine if your medical certificate will be accepted i� here:

RESOURCES

• ICAO State Letter 11/55-20/50 – Operational Mea�ure� to en�ure �afe operation� during the COVID-19 pande
mic – http�://www.icao.int/�afety/COVID- 19OPS/Document�/050e.pdf.
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• ICAO  Web�ite  addre��ing  operational  concern�  during  the  COVID-19  cri�i�  -  http�:/
/www.icao.int/�afety/COVID-19OPS/Page�/default.a�px - plea�e note, thi� i� �till a work in progre��. Fro
m here you can u�e the tab titled “State� and Organization Link�” to �ee what a given State ha� po�ted regar
ding operational contingency mea�ure� �uch a� exten�ion�. Be aware that not many State� have publi�hed
 information for foreign operator� in their �ite�.

• ICAO Web�ite explaining the COVID-19 Contingency Related Difference� (CCRD)

• http�://www.icao.int/�afety/COVID-19OPS/Page�/ccrd.a�px. Thi� part of the Web�ite will be the repo�it
ory for all Temporary State Difference� however, it i� currently being populated with thi� informatio
n , therefor we �ugge�t the �tep above in “State� and Organization Link�” until thi� �ection i� brought up to d
ate.

• If you have �pecific que�tion�, plea�e feel free to contact u� at ifalpa@ifalpa.org and we will get back to yo
u a� �oon a� we are able.

• � the CCRD i� further developed, IFALPA will update thi� SAB accordingly.

GUIDANCE FOR FLIGHT CREWS

What �hould you, a� a Flight Crewmember, do during thi� cri�i� if you are approaching a normal date where
 you �hould renew your Medical Certificate or may be due for Recurrent Training to maintain the validity of you
r licen�e?

• Determine  what  mea�ure�  your  State/Operator  ha�  e�tabli�hed  for  Medical  Certification  and  L
icen�ing  Validity  during  the  cri�i�  and  comply.  Check  with  your  operator  and/or  http�://w
ww.icao.int/�afety/COVID-19OPS/Page�/default.a�px.

• It would be advi�able to have a copy of your State/Operator’� temporary mea�ure� with you when cond
ucting international operation� in the event you need to �how them to another authority.

• En�ure that you and/or your Operator ha� checked the CCRD �ite to en�ure that the State� of overflight and d
�tination will accept your medical certificate and licen�e validity.

• Bring along a copy of thi� SAB �o that you have the appropriate ICAO reference� and web�ite available in c
�e you need to look �omething up.
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• Maintain the highe�t level of �afety and profe��ionali�m by en�uring you are current for the operation. If in 
doubt, follow the channel� available to you through your a��ociation to mitigate the ri�k�.

©2020 The International Federation of Air Line Pilot�’ A��ociation�. Thi� publication i� provided for inform
ation purpo�e� only, in all ca�e� pilot� �hould follow their company’� guidance and procedure�. In the intere�t
 of flight �afety, reproduction of thi� publication in whole or in part i� encouraged. It may not be offered for �ale
 or u�ed commercially. All reprint� mu�t credit IFALPA.
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