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Safety Bulletin

20SAB03 6 February 2020 Auckland (NZAA) Unplanned Runway Clo�ure�

BACKGROUND

The Auckland Airport runway 23L/05R ha� been deteriorating over the pa�t few year�. The maintenance req
uired to keep the runway �urface in a u�able condition ha� increa�ed �ignificantly, however, thi� ha� not kept u
p with the rate at which the runway i� deteriorating. A� a re�ult, there have been over 15 �hort notice unplann
ed runway clo�ure�. One, on 24 January 2020, re�ulted in the runway being clo�ed for 40 minute� and cau�ing 
the diver�ion of 9 aircraft, including a wide body international arrival.

Auckland Airport management are planning large �cale work� for the runway, including replacement of the co
ncrete �lab� near the touchdown zone� of both 23L and 05R. However, thi� work will not begin until later thi� ye
ar and will take �ome month� to complete.

CONCERNS Single runway at Auckland

Auckland Airport currently ha� only one runway (23L/05R). Thi� mean� there i� no contingency when the runw
ay i� clo�ed at �hort notice for any rea�on. Thi� increa�e� the ri�k when flying to Auckland and not carrying an 
alternate.

Foreign object debris

With the increa�ing occurrence� of damage to the runway there ha� been an increa�ed ri�k of foreign object debri�
 (FOD) damage. Some piece� of broken concrete have been reported up to 30cm by 30cm and 12cm thick.

Increasing frequency of runway closures

The runway clo�ure� due to defect� in the runway �urface alone have averaged 15 minute� over the pa�t two ye
ar�. Thi� trend �ugge�t� the runway clo�ure time i� increa�ing, ranging from 10-40 minute�.

CONSIDERATIONS

� the�e runway clo�ure� are not planned and are unable to be foreca�t, it i� �ugge�ted that pilot� �hould alway� carr
y a technical alternate for Auckland. Alternatively, con�ider carrying a minimum of 20 minute� extra holding
 fuel for arrival at Auckland.
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