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International Aviation Organization� IFALPA and IFATCA on Paki�tan International Airline� Flight 8303 Pre
liminary Report

The aviation community grieve� the tragic lo�� of live� aboard Paki�tan International Airline� Flight 8303 on 22 
May 2020. Our thought� are with the familie� of tho�e lo�t and the �urvivor� who may �till have a long r
oad to recovery. We are extending our �upport to our Paki�tani colleague� for whom thi� i� undoubtedly a trau
matic experience.

The air tran�port indu�try i� a complex �y�tem made up of people, procedure�, and technology that interact to cre
ate the �afe�t way to travel. The few accident� that occur are alway� a con�equence of multiple factor�, whi
ch combine in unprecedented way� to pu�h a �afe �y�tem over the edge toward� a breakdown.

In order to learn from accident� and prevent recurrence, international ograni�ation� the International Fed
eration of Air Line Pilot�' A��ociation� (IFALPA) and the International Federation of Air Traffic Control
ler�' A��ociation� (IFATCA) would like to empha�i�e that the technical �afety inve�tigation by the accident
 inve�tigation authority mu�t be conducted according to the international �tandard� on accident inve�tigati
on. A� �tated clearly in Annex 13 to the Chicago Convention:

"The �ole objective of the inve�tigation of an accident or incident �hall be the prevention of accident� and inci
dent�. It i� not the purpo�e of thi� activity to apportion blame or liability."

Such inve�tigation �hould not be impeded or influenced by admini�trative, di�ciplinary, or judicial proc
eeding� that would apportion blame or criminal liability.

Whil�t the inve�tigation i� ongoing, there �hould be no di�clo�ure of the accident evidence other than the ba�ic f
actual information u�ually included in a Preliminary Report. None of the actual recording� �hould be made av
ailable for purpo�e� other than the technical �afety inve�tigation.

There �hould al�o not be premature conclu�ion�, which are often ba�ed on incomplete, inaccurate and/or �pecul
ative information and which focu� on one a�pect of what happened. Premature conclu�ion� hamper the ability to
 learn from the�e tragic event� and could be unfair to one or more of the partie� concerned. We urge the medi
a, the public, and the concerned �takeholder� to re�pect the long-e�tabli�hed proce��e� and procedure� for ana
ly�ing the�e event� and let the accident inve�tigation authoritie� perform their inve�tigation� profe��ionally a
nd objectively.
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IFALPA and IFATCA will monitor the inve�tigation clo�ely to en�ure that it i� conducted in accordance with
 the principle� de�cribed above. We will �upport all effort� to prevent the recurrence of accident�.

For  information  plea�e  contact  Emily  Bitting,  IFALPA  Senior  Communication�  Speciali�t,  emi
lybitting@ifalpa.org, +1 514 419 1191 ext. 228

###

Note to Editor�:

IFALPA - The International Federation of Air Line Pilot�’ A��ociation� repre�ent� more than 100,000 pilot� 
in nearly 100 countrie� around the globe. The mi��ion of IFALPA i� to promote the highe�t level of aviation �afe
ty worldwide and to be the global advocate of the piloting profe��ion; providing repre�entation, �ervice� and �uppor
t to both our member� and the aviation indu�try.

IFATCA – The International Federation of Air Traffic Controller�’ A��ociation� i� the worldwide organ
ization repre�enting more than fifty thou�and air traffic controller� in 134 countrie�. Among�t it� goal� are th
e promotion of �afety, efficiency and regularity in international air navigation and the protection and �afeguardi
ng of the intere�t� of the air traffic control profe��ion. www.ifatca.org
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