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19PRL07 10 October 2019 Global Pilot� & Indu�try Partner� Call for New Guidance on Drone Operation�

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

th Important i��ue rai�ed at ICAO’� 40 Triennial A��embly in Montreal

Montreal, 5 October 2019 – The International Federation of Air Line Pilot�’ A��ociation� (IFALPA) and it� g
lobal aviation indu�try partner� have addre��ed the pre��ing need for th �tandard� and guidance to addre�� unau
thori�ed drone operation� to the 40 International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) A��embly.

ACI World, the Civil Air Navigation Service� Organi�ation (CANSO), International Federation of Air Traffic Co
ntroller�’ A��ociation� (IFATCA), International Federation of Air Line Pilot�’ A��ociation� (IFALPA) and Intern
ational Air Tran�port A��ociation (IATA) pre�ented a paper

• entitled The need for �tandard� and guidance to mitigate the ri�k� of, and to improve re�pon�e to unauth
orized UAS operation� - which �tated that di�ruption to airport operation� by drone� i� a �afety matter that r
equire� urgent attention by ICAO, State� and indu�try.

In addition to the �afety ri�k which come� directly from unauthorized drone – or Unmanned Aircraft Sy�t
em� (UAS) – operation�, �everal major airport� have been �hut down by drone �ighting� around the world and t
hi� major di�ruption ha� led to fru�tration for pa��enger� and �ub�tantial economic co�t�.

The ICAO A��embly �upported the working paper, recognizing the �afety ri�k� a��ociated with the unauthor
ized pre�ence of unmanned aircraft in clo�e vicinity to commercial
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aircraft and airport� and noted the offer from indu�try to a��i�t in drafting �uitable guidance material.

The A��embly wa� invited to reque�t ICAO to e�tabli�h a proce�� to allow the indu�try to provide input to mitiga
te the ri�k� of, and improve government and indu�try re�pon�e� to, unauthorized drone operation�, �uch a�:

• developing guidance material

• developing a generic concept of operation that could be u�ed by State� to e�tabli�h procedure�, and,

• defining taxonomy related to UAS incident� and accident�.

ICAO noted the offer of the indu�try to a��i�t in drafting the above guidance material.

“It i� critical that all State� addre�� the ri�k to aviation �afety due to the unauthorized u�e of drone� in contr
olled air�pace,” �ay� IFALPA Pre�ident Captain Jack Net�kar. “IFALPA ha� already produced �ome guidance m
aterial aimed at flight crew on what to do when a drone i� reported or encountered with �pecific action� that can r
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educe the ri�k of a colli�ion. We believe a collective effort by indu�try and regulator� to mitigate the�e ri�k� w
ill lead to a harmonized �et of �tandard� and guidance for all �takeholder� to implement.”

“The i��ue of unauthorized drone incur�ion� i� a clear and pre�ent ri�k to airport operation� around the worl
d,” ACI World Director General Angela Gitten� �aid. “ACI i� ready to join our indu�try partner� to work with 
ICAO in drafting new international guidance material which build� upon exi�ting �tandard, guidance, and re
gulation� to protect operation� and a��i�t airport� in re�ponding to incident�. The indu�try need� harmonized 
proce��e� for the detection of - and counter mea�ure� again�t - unauthorized drone operation� that may interfe
re with international aviation.”

IFATCA Pre�ident & CEO Duncan Auld �aid, "Air Traffic Controller� require clearer procedure� for the 
handling of unauthorized UAS. Controller� are expected to make informed deci�ion� ba�ed on e�tabli�he
d rule�, without any ambiguity. A ri�k-ba�ed procedure will allow more practical management of the�e �ituat
ion�, where often the complete clo�ure of an airport introduce� �ignificant complexity and a��ociated ri�k into t
he ATM �y�tem."
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In addition, the A��embly reviewed a paper – entitled UAS Traffic Management – which wa� pre�ented by ACI,
 IFALPA, IFATCA, and the International Coordinating Council of Aero�pace Indu�trie� A��ociation� (ICCAIA). 
The A��embly recognized the value of ICAO’� activitie� toward� the development of a common framework for U
AS traffic management and recommended that ICAO be urged to accelerate and expand it� work on the deve
lopment of a full regulatory framework for thi�.

The A��embly reviewed an additional paper – entitled The �afe and efficient integration of UAS into air�
pace - pre�ented by CANSO, IATA, IFALPA, which outlined the expected growth of the UAS �ector, and re
que�ted ICAO to con�ider e�tabli�hing a framework through which it can work with indu�try on developing 
provi�ion� for new air�pace entrant�. The A��embly agreed that UAS �hould be a key focu� of the a��e��ment
 on new entrant� that the A��embly will �ubmit for the con�ideration of the Council.

NOTE TO EDITORS

IFALPA The International Federation of Air Line Pilot�’ A��ociation� repre�ent� more than 100,000 pilot� in near
ly 100 countrie� around the globe. The mi��ion of IFALPA i� to promote the highe�t level of aviation �afety worldw
ide and to be the global advocate of the piloting profe��ion; providing repre�entation, �ervice� and �upport to both
 our member� and the aviation indu�try.

Airport� Council International (ACI) the trade a��ociation of the world’� airport�, wa� founded in 1991 with t
he objective of fo�tering cooperation among it� member airport� and other partner� in world aviation, including 
the International Civil Aviation Organization, the International Air Tran�port A��ociation and the Civil Air Nav
igation Service� Organization. In repre�enting the be�t intere�t� of airport� during key pha�e� of policy deve
lopment, ACI make� a �ignificant contribution toward en�uring a global air tran�port �y�tem that i� �afe, �ecure, e
fficient and environmentally �u�tainable. A� of January 2019, ACI �erve� 646 member�, operating 1,960 airport�
 in 176 countrie�.

IFATCA i� the recogni�ed international organi�ation repre�enting air traffic controller a��ociation�. The Federat
ion ha� been repre�enting air traffic controller� for more than 50 year� and ha� more than 50,000 member� in ov
er 125 countrie�.
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MEDIA CONTACT

Emily Bitting, IFALPA Senior Communication� Speciali�t, emilybitting@ifalpa.org, +1 514 419 1191 ext. 22
8 Federation web�ite www.ifalpa.org
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