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Germanwings 4U9525 accident investigation: IFALPA strongly condemns leaking of CVR data

MONTREAL, Canada – The International Federation of Air Line Pilot�’ A��ociation� (IFALPA) deplore� and c
ondemn� ye�terday'� leaking of certain element� of the Cockpit Voice Recorder (CVR) of the Germanwin
� flight 4U9525. Not only do the�e leak� contravene the internationally agreed principle� of accident inve�
tigation confidentiality �et out in ICAO Annex 13, they are al�o a breach of tru�t to all tho�e involved in the in
ve�tigation and to the familie� of the victim�. Furthermore, leak� of thi� nature greatly harm flight �afety �ince 
they invite ill-informed �peculation from the media and the general public and di�courage co-operation wit
h inve�tigator� in future accident�. IFALPA once again �tre��e� that the �ole purpo�e of a CVR i� to aid inve�t
igator� in determining the factor� leading to an accident and not to apportion blame or be u�ed out�ide of it� �a
fety context. CVR detail� �hould only be publicly relea�ed following a thorough and complete inve�tigation 
of the event� that occurred, and not prematurely during the cour�e of the field portion of the accident inve�tigation,
 underway for le�� than 48 hour�. Leaking premature, unanalyzed, and partial CVR recording�, which lack the 
context of the entire body of factual inve�tigative data, �everely interfere� with the inve�tigative proce��, and
 can only lead to early conclu�ion� on what exactly occurred during the time leading up to the accident. An
y other u�e of CVR data i� not only invalid, but i� an unacceptable inva�ion of privacy be�t de�cribed a� a �earch f
or �en�ationali�m and voyeuri�m of the wor�t kind. It i� vital for the inve�tigating body to en�ure all informa
tion under their control i� properly handled until the completion of the inve�tigation. In thi� early �tage of 
the inve�tigation, many critical que�tion� remain to be an�wered, and IFALPA �tre��e� the need for an objectiv
e accident inve�tigation proce�� through the collection of all the fact� needed to draw an accurate analy�i�
 of event�. Once again, IFALPA’� re�ource� are at the di�po�al of the Accident Inve�tigation Agencie� to achi
eve the�e aim�. ###

Note to Editor�: The International Federation of Air Line Pilot�’ A��ociation� repre�ent� in exce�� of 100,000 p
ilot� in more than 100 countrie� world-wide. IFALPA’� mi��ion i� to be the global voice of airline pilot�, promotin
g the highe�t level of aviation �afety and �ecurity world-wide and providing �ervice�, �upport and repre�entat
ion to all of it� Member A��ociation�. See the Federation web�ite www.ifalpa.org

©2015 The International Federation of Air Line Pilot�’ A��ociation� In the intere�t� of flight �afety, reprodu
ction of thi� Pre�� Relea�e in whole or in part i� encouraged. It may not be offered of �ale or u�ed commercia
lly. All reprint� mu�t credit IFALPA.

For more information contact Anna Lou, IFALPA Communication� & Marketing Coordinator, at tel +1 514 4
19 1191 or annalou@ifalpa.org


