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IFALPA Press Release on the Accident Investigation of Germanwings Flight 4U9525

MONTREAL, Canada – The International Federation of Air Line Pilot�’ A��ociation� (IFALPA) would like to e
xpre�� it� mo�t �incere condolence� to the familie� of the 144 pa��enger� and 6 crew of Germanwing� fli
ght 4U9525 who lo�t their loved one� in ye�terday’� accident in France.

In order to learn from �uch event and prevent any repetition, IFALPA �tre��e� the need for the technical inve�t
igation into the circum�tance� of thi� accident to be conducted according to the following principle�:

• Such inve�tigation �hould �trictly follow the provi�ion� laid out in ICAO Annex 13. It� objective �hould 
be to find the accident'� contributing factor� and make the nece��ary �afety recommendation�.

• It �hould not be impeded by admini�trative or judicial proceeding�, who�e only purpo�e i� to apportion blame 
or liability.

• Accident inve�tigator� �hould have unhampered acce�� to all evidential material where and whenever avail
able, including the wreckage, flight recorder� and ATS record�, and unre�tricted control over it to en�ure th
at a detailed examination can be made without delay by the relevant �afety expert�.

• Whil�t the inve�tigation i� taking place, with the gathering, recording and analy�i� of all relevant infor
mation including �tatement� from witne��e�, there �hould be no di�clo�ure of the accident'� detail�, data o
r record�, in order to avoid mi�interpretation of the event� that occurred, and early conclu�ion�. Indeed,
 the premature publication of information related to the accident can compromi�e flight �afety if �uch i
nformation lack� the context of the entire body of factual inve�tigative data. Moreover, none of the acc
ident record� �hould be made available for purpo�e� other than accident or incident inve�tigation.

IFALPA'� expert� on accident inve�tigation and their operational knowledge of the A320 aircraft are at the di�p
�al of the French Bureau d'Enquête� et d'Analy�e� pour la �écurité de l'aviation civile (BEA), the German Fe
deral Bureau of Aircraft Accident Inve�tigation (BFU) and any other inve�tigation agency officially involved fo
r advice or con�ultation during both the inve�tigation proce�� and the drafting of the accident report and rela
ted �afety recommendation�.

IFALPA will clo�ely monitor the inve�tigation to en�ure that it i� conducted in accordance with the above prin
ciple� and that all effort� are made to prevent the reoccurrence of �uch a tragic event.

###

Note to Editor�: The International Federation of Air Line Pilot�’ A��ociation� repre�ent� in exce�� of 100,000 p
ilot� in more than 100 countrie� world-wide. IFALPA’� mi��ion i� to be the global voice of airline pilot�, promotin
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g the highe�t level of aviation �afety and �ecurity world-wide and providing �ervice�, �upport and repre�entat
ion to all of it� Member A��ociation�. See the Federation web�ite www.ifalpa.org

©2015 The International Federation of Air Line Pilot�’ A��ociation� In the intere�t� of flight �afety, reprodu
ction of thi� Pre�� Relea�e in whole or in part i� encouraged. It may not be offered of �ale or u�ed commercia
lly. All reprint� mu�t credit IFALPA.

For more information contact Anna Lou, IFALPA Communication� & Marketing Coordinator, at tel +1 514 4
19 1191 or annalou@ifalpa.org


